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MEMORANDUM

TO:
NH Title XIX Physicians

FROM:
HP (formerly EDS) and NH Medicaid 

DATE:

June 30, 2010
SUBJECT:
Change in Podiatry Service Limit



Addition of Hospice Benefit

PODIATRY SERVICE LIMIT:

As a potential referring physician, please be advised that effective July 1, 2010, podiatry services will be limited to 4 visits per recipient per state fiscal year, rather than 12 visits per recipient per state fiscal year.

As is currently the case, services in excess of the service limits may be requested in advance through the department's prior authorization agent.  If a practitioner feels that a recipient is in need of additional services and meets the criteria in the department's rules at He-W 530.07, s/he may go to the nhmedicaid.com website, download the Form 272 E, "Request for Prior Authorization in Excess of Service Limits," (labeled as "Excess Services" on the website), complete the form, and submit it to Schaller Anderson as per the instructions at the bottom of the form.

HOSPICE BENEFIT:

Beginning July 1, 2010, the NH Medicaid program has added a hospice benefit described in the department's rules at He-W 544, and providers may begin informing eligible recipients of its availability.  Medicaid recipients who are terminally ill and have a life expectancy of six months or less are eligible to receive hospice services through the NH Medicaid program.  This benefit must be "elected" by the recipient, terminal illness must be certified by the hospice and the attending physician, and recipients must receive the hospice benefit from a NH Medicaid enrolled hospice provider.  Hospice providers are aware of the details of this new benefit.  Please feel free to contact them for information and assistance on behalf of your Medicaid patients.

If you have any questions, please contact the Communications Unit at EDS:  1-(800)-423-8303 (NH & VT only) or (603) 224-1747.

Note:  Rules referenced above may be accessed at the following website.  Please note that the website may not yet be updated with the new hospice rule, but should be shortly.  Copies have been provided to hospice providers who can assist you with any questions you may have.

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/state_agencies/he-w500.html 

[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]