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MEMORANDUM
TO:

All Hospitals
FROM:
HP and NH Medicaid
DATE:

July 2011
SUBJECT:
Present on Admission Indicators Required on Paper Claims

In October 2008, a provider notice was released to address implementation of the National Drug Code (NDC) and Present on Admission (POA) Indicators.  The second part of the notice, which was related to the POA indicators, stated that the NH Title XIX Program would be adopting collection of the POA indicators on all electronically submitted inpatient claims on all primary, secondary and external cause diagnoses.  The POA indicators were not required on paper claims, crossover claims, or for services provided at distinct part units or freestanding rehabilitation or psychiatric facilities.

Effective for claims submitted on or after August 1, 2011, POA indicators will now also be required on all paper inpatient claims, in addition to the existing requirement for electronic inpatient claims.  Crossover claims, and services provided at distinct part units or freestanding rehabilitation or psychiatric facilities are still excluded from the POA requirement.

As with the electronic submittals, non-compliant claims will deny if the POA indicator is not present on the claim; corrected claims may be submitted per usual.  
Please note that in accordance with the federal requirements of Section 2702 of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and 42 CFR Part 447, the Department is working on plans for future policy and system changes to ensure that Medicaid payments will not be made for provider preventable conditions.  These include health care acquired conditions (HAC's) and other provider preventable conditions (OPPC's), a component of which is hospitalizations.  Prior to implementation of this requirement, the Department will seek legislative approval and will provide public and provider notice.
Please reference the October 2008 provider notice if you have questions about the POA indicators, or you may contact the Communications Unit at:  1-800-423-8303 (NH & VT only) or (603) 224-1747.
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