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MEMORANDUM
TO:

All PROVIDERS
FROM:
EDS and DHHS

DATE:

November, 2003
SUBJECT:
Notification of Mandatory Migration to the HIPAA ASC X12N 270/271 Health Care Eligibility Benefit Inquiry and Response
The purpose of this notice is to provide updated information from the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and EDS regarding our implementation of the Transaction and Code Sets rule of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA). 

We will begin the transition to the electronic ASC X12N 270/271 Health Care Eligibility Benefit Inquiry and Response Format in mid-November, 2003.  As a contingency, we will continue to support the current electronic eligibility inquiry and response transactions via the current propriety format through the end of December, 2003.  This dual processing capability is designed to extend the transition period and provide a grace period for migration to the HIPAA standard.

Support for both Batch and Interactive eligibility (ASC X12N 270/271) transactions will be available through EDS’ Provider Electronic Solutions software or through independent vendor solutions that accommodate these transactions.

Therefore, we recommend that providers and/or their software vendors test the ASC X12N 270/271 Health Care Eligibility Benefit Inquiry and Response Format.  For additional testing information. please contact the EDI Coordinator at (603) 225-4899, ext 3014. 

If you have questions about the contents of this notice, or if you need more information, please contact the Communications Unit at 1-800-423-8303 (NH & VT only) or (603) 224-1747. 
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